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        Committee of the Whole  

 
January 14, 2014 
 

The Committee of the Whole met Tuesday, January 14, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the Quorum 
Court Room, County Administration Building, Third Floor, 215 East Central, 
Bentonville, Arkansas. 
 

14 JPs Present:        McKenzie, Hernandez, J. Harrison, Allen, K. Harrison  
           Adams, Jones, Sandlin, Chiocco, Curry, Carr, Meyers, 

                 Moore, Moehring  
                     1 Absent:        Anglin 
 
Others Present:  County Judge Bob Clinard, County Attorney George Spence, 
Administrator of Public Safety Marshal Watson, Administrator of General Services John 
Sudduth, Department of Emergency Management Director Robert McGowen  
 
                      Media:  Tom Sissom - Daily Record  
 
Chair Kurt Moore called the meeting to order.  
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

JP Allen reported that sales tax was lower compared to last year at this time and that the 
return to appropriations was much lower than expected.     
 
JP J. Harrison made motion to suspend the rules and read all ordinances and resolutions 
by title only, seconded by JP Curry.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.   
 
A. Resolution Request: to Confirm County Judge’s Appointment of Ron Homeyer 

to the Benton County Planning Board 
JP Carr made motion to approve and forward the proposed resolution to the January 23, 
2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP J Harrison.  
  
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.   
 
B. Resolution Request: Authorizing the County Judge to Submit Application for the 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) Grant 

JP Allen made motion to approve and forward the proposed resolution to the January 23, 
2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Jones. 
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D.E.M. Director Robert McGowen stated this proposed resolution is to submit an 
application to FEMA for the Hazard Mitigation Program (HMGP) Grant to secure state 
grant funds to assist the Benton County Emergency Management Department with 
associated expenditures for the Hazard Mitigation Plan update as required by FEMA.   
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hand vote.   
  
C. Resolution Request: Authorizing the County Judge to Submit Application for the 

Arkansas Agriculture Department –Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission, 

Arkansas Festival Grant Program  

JP Allen motion to approve and forward the proposed resolution to the January 23, 2014 
Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Jones. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.   
   
D.  Appropriation Ordinance Request: Transfer of Funds, Coroner: Dept. 0419, 

Jail, Dept. 0418, Fund 1000 

JP J. Harrison stated this is to transfer monies between categories and line items to cover 
expenses for the 2013 Budget clean-up.  
 
JP J. Harrison made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation ordinance 
to the January 23, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Carr. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.   
 

E. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Transfer of Funds, Sheriff, Dept. 0400, Fund 

3503  

JP Curry stated this is to appropriate$71,613 received from the Department of Justice 
Violent Gang and Gun Crime Reduction Program Grant (Coplink) and the county 
matching funds in the amount of $71,014. 
 
JP Curry made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to 
the January 23, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP J. Harrison. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
F. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Forensic Science Grant, Dept 0419, Fund 

3900 

JP Jones stated this is to expend the revenue carried over from the 2013 Cloverdale 
Forensic Science Grant for additional training.  
 
JP Jones made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to 
the January 23, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
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G.  Appropriation Ordinance Request: NEBCO Rural Services, Dept. 0100, Fund 

3603 

JP Allen stated this $50,000 is pass through grant funds that will be used to purchase a 
new taker truck. 
 
JP Allen made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to 
the January 23, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP McKenzie.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
H. Discussion - Draft Resolution Expressing the Quorum Court’s Position on the 

Funding of EMS Services 

JP Allen stated that he had held the first of many Town Hall meetings, Thursday, January 
9, 2014 in Cave Springs.  He said that that he questioned those attending the meeting if 
they were to vote, would they vote down the $85 fee.  He stated that he told them that if 
they voted this down, that they are saying that they do not want ambulance service.   
JP Allen stated this proposed resolution states that it is the courts intent not to fund 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) beyond March 31, 2014 in the proposed area to be 
covered by the EMSD, if the EMSD and the related fees are rejected.   
 
JP Allen made motion to approve and forward the proposed draft resolution to the 
January 23, 2014 Quorum Court Agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
After much lengthy discussion regarding the Quorum Court’s position on funding EMS 
Service,  a roll call vote was recorded as follows:.    
 
  6 in favor:  J. Harrison, K. Harrison, Sandlin, Curry, Carr, Moore 
   8 against: McKenzie, Hernandez, Allen, Adams, Jones, Chiocco, Meyers,  
   Moehring  
    1 absent: Anglin   
 
Motion failed to pass draft resolution.  
 
I. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Transfer of Funds from County General Fund 

1000 to Emergency Medical Services – County Levy, Fund 3021  

JP Allen made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to 
the January 23, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
Several members of the court voiced their opinion on whether they would support or not 
support the appropriation ordinance request funding EMS services for the remainder of 
the 2014. 
 
JP Moehring stated that people do not to understand,  that there are going to be 
consequences, that there is going to be decreases in services in other areas to be 
determined and that there is only so much money and that it can only go so far.  He said 
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that the county should keep its options open, including cutting the 2014 budget if needed 
to get the ambulance service paid for through the end of 2014.   
 
Further lengthy discussion was held on supporting the appropriation ordinance request to 
fund Emergency Medical Services to the unincorporated areas of Benton County for the 
remainder of the calendar year.   
 
There being no further discussion a roll call vote was recorded as follow: 
 
  1 in favor: Moehring 
 13 against: McKenzie, Hernandez, J. Harrison, Allen, K. Harrison Adams, 
    Jones, Sandlin, Chiocco, Curry, Carr, Moore, Meyers 
 1 absent: Anglin  
 
Motion to forward appropriation ordinance to Quorum Court failed.   
            
OTHER BUSINESS 

None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

JP Allen announced that a Legislative Committee meeting well be held January 21, 2014 
at 6:00 p.m.  
 
JP Sandlin announced that a Personnel Committee meeting will be held January 27, 2014 
at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None  
 
ADJOURNMENT  

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


