
 
 

Committee of Thirteen Report 
 

March 11, 2008 
 
The Committee of Thirteen of the Benton County Quorum Court met Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 
6:00 P.M. in the Quorum Court Room, County Administration Building, Third Floor, 215 East 
Central, Bentonville, Arkansas. 
 

   13 JPs Present: Brown, Glass, Harrison, Hobbs, Hill, Hubbard, Moore, Stephenson, 
Summers, Williams, Winscott, Wolf, Wozniak       

              
              Others Present: County Judge Gary Black, County Attorney Robin Green, Travis 

Harp, Richard McComas, Kathy Bannister, Mike Dixon 
 
                           Media:  Tracy Neal– Daily Record, Scarlett Simms– Morning News  
  
Chair Tim Summers called the meeting to order.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Don Day commented on building permit and Planning Board procedures for large-scale 
developments and commercial structures. 
  
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Resolution Request: Application for General Improvement Funds for Gallatin Fire 
Department 
JP Moore made motion to forward to the March 27, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP 
Harrison.  Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.   
 
2. Resolution Request: Application for Drug Court Grant  
JP Winscott made motion to forward to the March 27, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by 
JP Glass.  JP Stephenson asked if the grant will require any matching funds.  Grants Administrator 
Kathy Bannister stated that it will not.  Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
3. Resolution Request: Authorizing Sheriff to Distribute Out of Service Badges to Former 
Deputies 
JP Hubbard made motion to forward to the March 27, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by 
JP Moore.  JP Winscott asked how much the old badges were worth.  Chief Don Townsend was 
recognized and stated that they cost approximately $40, and all of the star-shaped badges have 
been retired.  He said they cannot be sold so they have no real value to the county other than for 
the metal in them, so they could only be ground up and destroyed.  JP Harrison stated that since 
the county has storage problems anyway, it would be a good idea to get rid of them.  JP Hobbs 
asked if there are guidelines in place to determine who would receive the badges, because she 
cannot identify which badges are current and which are obsolete.  Chief Townsend stated that they 
cannot prevent someone from getting a badge from a relative, and misusing it, but it is a crime to 
do so.  JP Wolf stated that she thought it was a small reward for such a valuable service.   
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JP Glass agreed.  JP Hubbard stated that they have to trust the Sheriff to have some discretion, and 
added that anyone can get one off the internet.  JP Williams asked if this was not a common 
practice in other areas.  Chief Townsend stated that it is common for former law enforcement 
officers to receive their badges.   
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
 
4. Resolution Request: Recognition of Travis Harp 
JP Stephenson made motion to forward to the March 27, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by 
JP Williams.   
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
 
5. Ordinance Request:  2007 Budget Adjustment 
JP Wolf made motion to forward to the March 27, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP 
Hill.  JP Summers stated that this ordinance includes budget adjustments that have been approved 
throughout the previous year, and other adjustments that are necessary to close out the 2007 
budget.  JP Winscott asked Comptroller Richard McComas if he anticipates that a similar 
adjustment will be necessary at the end of 2008.  Richard McComas stated that hopefully it will 
not be similar, but there were a lot of extenuating circumstances during the past year, specifically 
with the overtime costs in the Sheriff’s Department due to the extensive search for a missing 
person last summer.  He added that slightly over $1 million was returned in unused appropriations, 
so the net gain was approximately $800,000.    
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
 
6.  2008 Budget Adjustment Approval – Wal-Mart Donation to JDC 
JP Hobbs made motion to forward approval to the March 27, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, 
seconded by JP Hill.  JP Summers stated that this appropriation will be included in the 2008 
budget adjustments later in the year.   
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
7.  Ordinance Request:  Building Permit and Inspection Fees 
JP Williams made motion to forward approval to the March 27, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, 
seconded by JP Stephenson.  JP Williams stated that the Building Permit and Inspection Fee Ad 
Hoc committee comprised of herself, JP Hubbard, JP Glass, Planning Director Ashley Pope, and 
Planning Board Members Tim Story, Bill Kneebone, and Heath Ward met several times, and the 
proposed ordinance contains their recommendations.  JP Glass requested that a paragraph 
explaining the different classes of construction be included in the appendix that is attached to the 
proposed ordinance.  Ashley Pope stated that she would make the revision.  
JP Hubbard stated that he would like to remove Article 4, which requires a deposit of 50% of the 
permit fee to be retained by the Planning Department until a Certificate of Occupancy is obtained 
by the owner.  He said that there were fewer cases this year of people occupying homes without 
the Certificate of Occupancy, and he would like to review the issue in a year to see if there is still a 
problem.  He noted that the vote of the committee was split on the issue, and he felt that the high 
number the first year was because people just did not know they needed one.  (Note: The 
committee voted 4 to 2 to require a deposit until a Certificate of Occupancy is obtained—
Kneebone, Ward, Storey, Williams in favor; Hubbard, Glass opposed)  
JP Hill spoke in favor of keeping Article 4.  JP Moore asked if some people try to delay 
completing construction in order to avoid paying property taxes.  Ashley Pope stated that she did 
not know at what point the Assessor’s office determines whether or not a structure is inhabitable. 
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JP Glass wondered if they are punishing good builders who might be out $3,000 if they have 10 
houses under construction at one time.  He added that the Planning Department should review 
procedures to address permits that have been active for an extended period of time.  Ashley Pope 
stated that they are currently implementing new procedures to address that issue.   
JP Summers asked who makes the determination if a house is ready to move into, and if an 
exception can be made if there is a real need to move in.  Ashley Pope explained that receiving the 
final inspections such as electrical, plumbing, etc. determines when the Certificate of Occupancy 
is issued because that is the only way to state that a house meets the Building Code.  She said that 
occasionally Temporary Certificates of Occupancy have been issued, but they are reviewed on a 
case-by-case basis.  JP Stephenson noted that they are not concerned about whether or not 
wallpaper has been applied or walls have been painted or crown molding installed. JP Hubbard 
stated that if the Building Code requires it then they have other ways to enforce it, just as they 
would enforce any other violation of the Code.  Ashley Pope stated that they would need to have 
someone write a citation, because the Planning Department is not authorized to write citations, or 
they would have to lodge a complaint with the Prosecuting Attorney’s office.  He asked what 
happens when any section of the Code is violated.  Ashley Pope stated that they generally are able 
to work with the contractor until compliance is attained, because otherwise they will not pass 
inspection.  And if they do not want to be in compliance, they complete the house and move in 
without a Certificate of Occupancy.   
JP Stephenson stated that they could debate this issue for a long time, but with all due respect, 
every vote does not have to be unanimous, and requiring a deposit is common sense.  He said that 
good builders are not being punished, because the homeowner is putting up the money, and he 
would like the opportunity to vote on this issue. JP Hubbard stated that none of the cities he builds 
houses in requires Completion Bonds.        
Motion passed 10 in favor, 2 opposed (Hubbard, Brown) one abstained (Glass). 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
JP Hubbard requested that an Environmental Meeting be called to discuss A.C.A. 8-6-205, and to 
continue discussion on enforcement issues in the Environmental Department.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
JP Moore announced that the Long Range Planning/Properties & Equipment Committee will meet 
Tuesday, March 25, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
JP Williams announced that the Pyromeds Program was kicked off Saturday, March 8, and 47 ½ 
pounds of pharmaceuticals were collected.  The committee briefly discussed the effects of 
pharmaceuticals on lakes and streams.   
 
JP Summers announced that the Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 2:30 
p.m., and the next Committee of Thirteen meeting will also be April 8, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Don Day stated that some changes should be made to the proposed ordinance revising the 
Building Permit and Inspection Fee. 
 
After motion and second the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
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