
 
 

Committee of Thirteen Report 
 

February 12, 2008 
 
The Committee of Thirteen of the Benton County Quorum Court met Tuesday, February 12, 
2008 at 6:00 P.M. in the Quorum Court Room, County Administration Building, Third Floor, 
215 East Central, Bentonville, Arkansas. 
 

   11 JPs Present: Brown, Glass, Harrison, Hobbs, Hill, Hubbard, Moore, Summers, 
Williams, Winscott, Wozniak           

            2 Absent:   Stephenson, Wolf 
              Others Present: County Judge Gary Black, County Attorney Robin Green, Travis 

Harp, Richard McComas, Kathy Bannister, Mike Dixon 
 
                           Media:  Tracy Neal– Daily Record, Robin Mero – Morning News  
  
Chair Tim Summers called the meeting to order.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
   
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Resolution Request: Application for Department of Justice Safe Havens Grants  
JP Summers stated that this grant will benefit families impacted by domestic violence, child 
abuse, sexual assault, and stalking.  JP Winscott made motion to forward to the February 28, 
2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Hill.  Motion passed by unanimous show of hands 
vote.   
 
2. Ordinance Request: Appropriating Grant Funds – Administrative Office of the Courts  
JP Hill made motion to forward to the February 28, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP 
Moore.  JP Summers stated that this is to appropriate grant funds for courthouse security.   
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
3. Ordinance Request: Financing For Road Department Equipment and Satellite Building   
JP Summers stated that this was discussed during the budget process in October of last year, and 
the paperwork has now been received from Attorney Shep Russell in Little Rock.  JP Wozniak 
made motion to forward to the February 28, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP 
Williams.  Richard McComas stated that this will fund the Road Department’s equipment 
requests for 2008, and the loan payments were included in the 2008 budget.  He said that once 
the loan is received, they will do another ordinance to appropriate the money.  He added that 
they are going to get a better interest rate than first anticipated.  JP Summers stated that financing 
the equipment in this manner has enabled them to continuously upgrade the Road Department’s 
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fleet of equipment, and to take advantage of buy backs.  Richard McComas added that they are 
retiring one note, and adding this one.  Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
 
4. Ordinance Request: Appropriating Funds for Software Maintenance-Prosecuting 
Attorney 
JP Summers stated that the software in the Prosecuting Attorney’s office is updated every year, 
and they simply forgot to include it in their 2008 Budget.  JP Moore made motion to forward to 
the February 28, 2008 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Wozniak.  Motion passed by 
unanimous show of hands vote. 
 
5.  Department of Emergency Management – Disaster Relief Funds 
Mike Dixon, Deputy Director of the Department of Emergency Management, presented a request 
for funding to hire a private contractor to clean up debris from the January storm damage. He 
said they have received an estimate of $480,000, and it is due to the large volume of debris.  He 
explained that in the past the Road Department has been able to help with the clean up, but the 
amount of debris from this storm would take the Road Department approximately 6 months to 
complete the project, using 2 of the 3 crews available.  He explained that the Road Department 
would be unable to perform any of its scheduled work, and some of the clean up will require 
larger equipment than the Road Department has.  He said that the State Disaster Relief Fund will 
reimburse up to 34% of the costs.  
JP Summers stated that the county simply does not have the funds at this time.  The committee 
discussed several different options that might reduce the cost, including the Road Department, 
use of inmate labor, the County Judge’s County Service Program, and Volunteer Fire 
Departments.   
Assistant County Administrator Travis Harp stated that there are some projects which cannot be 
delayed while the Road Department cleans up storm debris, because they risk losing the funding 
if they fall behind schedule.  He said that they are also busy trying to repair damaged bridges, 
which is being delayed because of the debris stacked up in the streams, and if the Road 
Department does all of the clean up, it will most likely require leasing additional equipment.   
JP Wozniak stated that they may not have a choice but to go ahead and pay for the clean up, 
because streams that are full of debris will cause a disaster when the spring storms come, and 
they may have a more expensive clean up in the long run.   
The committee requested that the Department of Emergency Management examine how much of 
the clean up can be accomplished by other methods and how much has to be done by a private 
contractor, prioritize the projects in order of urgency, and bring estimates for the work that 
cannot be done by the Road Department.  JP Glass asked Travis Harp to prioritize the Road 
Department work, because some projects that are not urgent may have to be put on hold.  Mike 
Dixon stated that he would have a revised estimate for the Quorum Court meeting in two weeks. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
JP Williams reported that the Building Permit Ad Hoc Committee has agreed to some changes in 
the Planning Department inspection fee structure, and will meet at 5:00 p.m. on February 28 to 
decide on one more issue before forwarding the recommendations to the March 11 Committee of 
Thirteen agenda.  JP Summers commended JP Williams for her work in chairing the committee. 
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JP Hubbard requested that an Environmental Meeting be called to continue discussion on issues 
in the Environmental Department, because he felt they ran out of time at the January meeting.  JP 
Glass agreed.  JP Wozniak stated that he did not feel that there was any reason for a meeting, but 
if the majority of the committee wanted to meet, he would call a meeting.  JP Wozniak stated 
that the Environmental Committee will meet on February 26, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
JP Moore announced that the Long Range Planning/Properties & Equipment Committee will 
meet Tuesday, February 19, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
JP Summers announced that the Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, March 4, 2008 at 2:30 
p.m., and the next Committee of Thirteen meeting will be March 11, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Don Day commented on Quorum Court agenda procedures, and said that the roll-off carts 
provided by the county for clean up after the storm were inadequate. 
 
After motion and second the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
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