
 
 
  
 
 
                                                       COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN  
      
                                                                 December 14, 2010 

 
 

The Committee of Thirteen of the Benton County Quorum Court met Tuesday, December 14, 
2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the Quorum Court Room, Third Floor, County Administration Building, 215 
East Central, Bentonville, Arkansas. 
 
  11 Present:  Wozniak, Millager, Sandlin, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen 
                      Douglas, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson 
 
    2 Absent:  Brown, Blaty  
 
Others Present:  Comptroller Richard McComas, Election Commission Chair Bill 
Williams, Election Coordinator Amy Houston 
 
Media:  Tom Sissom – Daily Record 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Former Election Coordinator Jim McCarthy expressed his concerns regarding the Election 
Commission purchasing the Ballot On Demand software program, for the voting machines.  He 
added that there would be additional costs for the re-occurring annual $10,000 software fee, 
training, printing ballots, and the cost to hire a programmer. 
 
Kathy Mahmens of Rogers expressed her concerns regarding the Election Commission’s request. 
 
Helen Peltier of Bella Vista stated that as a citizen and voter of Benton County, she is opposed to 
the Election Commission’s request to purchase the Ballot On Demand software to program 
voting machines. 
 
JP Harrison made motion to suspend the rules and read all resolutions and ordinances by title 
only, seconded by JP Lewis. 
 
1.Resolution Request:  Confirming appointment of Mike Moss by the County Judge to the 
Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport Authority Board of Directors  
JP Douglas made motion to approve and forward the resolution request to the December 16, 
2010 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Hubbard. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   
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2. Resolution Request: Authorizing the County Judge to apply for U.S. Geological Survey 
NSDAI-CAP Program Grant; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
JP Moore stated that this resolution is necessary to authorize the County Judge to apply for and 
accept grant funds from the U.S. Geological Survey NSDI-CAP program, with no county match 
required. 
JP Moore made motion to approve and forward the resolution request to the December 16, 2010 
Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
3. Appropriation Ordinance Request:  To appropriate $70,600 in reimbursements and $10.576 
from donations and State Police grant funds; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
JP Moore stated this appropriation request is for $70,600 from various sources for 
reimbursement of overtime expenses and $10,576 from donations and State Police grant funds. 
JP Moore made motion to approve and forward the appropriation ordinance request to the 
December 16, 2010 agenda, seconded by JP Lewis.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
4. Appropriation Ordinance Request:  To appropriate $20,000 in insurance payments in the 
Road Department; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
JP Moore stated this appropriation request is for the appropriation of $20,000 received from the 
insurance company to go toward the purchase of two dump trucks, a spreader, and a tractor for 
the Road Department. 
JP Moore made motion to approve and forward the appropriation ordinance request to the 
December 16, 2010 agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
5.  Ordinance Request:  Approving an Interlocal Agreement with Washington County Related 
to the HIV Clinic; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
JP Moore stated that this Interlocal Agreement with Washington County is for both counties to 
govern the HIV Clinic.  He added that this agreement addresses the concerns that the Committee 
has had in the past. 
JP Moore made motion to approve and forward the ordinance request to the December 16, 2010 
Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
JP Hubbard expressed his concerns regarding the funding of the HIV Clinic and questioned how 
much the Quorum Court agreed to give to the Washington County HIV Clinic in the past year.  
JP Moore answered that the Quorum Court has funded the HIV Clinic $34,000 for the past three 
years.   
JP Lewis noted that the court had requested that Washington County provide proof of the 501 (c) 
(3) and that the request has never been presented to the court.  
JP Winscott spoke in opposition of approving the Interlocal agreement and stated that he did not 
feel that the county should get into the health business. 
JP Allen commented on the 501 (c) (3) status. 
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JP Stephenson stated that the 501 (c) (3) application had been sent to the wrong address.  
JP Moore stated that he was concerned that the Benton County Health Department does not treat 
HIV patients, and that the disease needs to be monitored and treated.  He added that by setting up 
the Interlocal Agreement, Benton County would have representation.  He stated that the 
agreement states that both counties will seek additional funding from cities and hospitals within 
each county, and other counties whose citizens utilize the services of the clinic. 
JP Douglas stated this ordinance is not for appropriating funds; it is for setting up a board that 
will govern and operate the clinic. 
Further discussion was held on the ordinance request to establish an Interlocal Agreement 
between Washington and Benton Counties.  
 
Motion passed by voice vote. 
For: Wozniak, Millager, Sandlin, Moore, Allen, Douglas, Harrison Stephenson 
Against: Lewis, Hubbard, and Winscott 
Absent: Brown, Blaty 
 
6. Appropriation Ordinance Request:  To levy 2010 Taxes for collection in the year 2011 
JP Moore stated that the Quorum Court is mandated to annually adopt a tax levy ordinance and 
that this ordinance reflects the millage rate change for the voluntary tax for the Historical 
Preservation Commission from 2.0 mills to .2 mills.  He added that this ordinance also levies the 
millage rates for all the taxing entities located in Benton County. 
JP Moore made motion to forward the appropriation ordinance request to the December 16, 2010 
Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
7. Appropriation Ordinance Request:  To establish the Benton County annual operating 
budget for the calendar year 2011 
JP Moore stated that the Quorum Court is mandated to pass an annual budget in the month of 
December for the following year. 
JP Moore made motion to forward the appropriation ordinance request to the December 16, 2010 
Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Discussion:  Election Commission request to transfer $40,000 for purchase of software 
Election Commission Chair Bill Williams stated that the Election Commission is requesting to 
redirect $40,000 in funds from the $270,000 that the Election Commission turned back when 
they did not purchase the 150 new voting machines that the court had approved.  He stated that 
purchasing the Ballot On Demand software would allow the commission to do their own 
programming and ballot layouts, and explained the benefits and savings that purchasing the 
Ballot On Demand software would provide.  He added that two members of the Commission 
staff would be trained to do the programming and that consultant Herbert Harris of Little Rock 
will be available to help with the programming when needed.   
JP Allen expressed his concerns for the rush to approve such a large amount of money, and 
stated that he needed more time to consider the request, and to talk with Herbert Harris to find 
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out more about his background and programming experience, and the costs involved with 
purchasing the Ballot On Demand software. 
Lengthy discussion was held on the Election Commission and the request for the purchase of the 
Ballot On Demand software and additional costs involved with elections. 
 
JP Hubbard made motion to deny the Election Commission’s request to transfer $40,000 for the 
purchase of software, seconded by JP Winscott. 
 
Motion passed by voice vote.   
Yea: Sandlin, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen, Douglas, Winscott, Harrison 
Nay: Wozniak, Millager, Stephenson 
Absent: Brown, Blaty 
  
Bill Williams stated that the Election Commission would continue working with (ES&S) 
Election Systems and Software Company that now does the programming for the county.  He 
added that they would do their best to provide successful elections.  He added that he still 
supports the idea of having the county do its own election machine programming. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS   
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Upon motion and second the meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 
 
    
 
 
 


