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Committee of Thirteen Report 
 

January 10, 2006 
 
The Committee of Thirteen of the Benton County Quorum Court met Tuesday, January 10, 2006 
at 5:00 P.M. in the Quorum Court Room, County Administration Building, Third Floor, 215 East 
Central, Bentonville, Arkansas. 
 

  11 JPs Present: Adams, Harrison, Hill, Moore, Sampier, Schindler, Stephenson, 
Summers, Tharp, Wolf, Wozniak 

                       2 Absent: Allen, Sheridan 
              Others Present: Comptroller Richard McComas, County Attorney Ed Gartin, 

Michelle Crain, Jim Ecker 
              Media: Jennifer Turner – Daily Record, Joe Askins – Morning News 
 
JP Tim Summers called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
None 
 
1.  2006 Arkansas Association of Quorum Courts Delegate 
 JP Summers stated that JP Jerry Sheridan has served in this capacity in the past, and as far as he 
knew, would be willing to serve again.  JP Wolf made motion to nominate JP Sheridan to serve 
as delegate to the Arkansas Association of Quorum Courts, seconded by JP Stephenson.  Motion 
passed by unanimous voice vote. 
  
2.  Ordinance Request – Planning Department Personnel 
JP Summers recognized Comptroller Richard McComas, and stated that the Finance Committee 
had earlier given the request a unanimous recommendation.  JP Stephenson made motion to 
forward the request to the January 26, 2006 Quorum Court meeting, seconded by JP Adams.  
Richard McComas explained that they have estimated the projected revenue from inspection and 
permit fees in the Planning Department at $263,250, based on 900 septic tank permits issued in  
Benton County in 2005.  He said that the revenue will pay for the additional personnel and 
equipment to support them.  JP Schindler asked what the effective date would be.  Richard 
McComas stated it would become effective after the January Quorum Court meeting and 
publication of the ordinance.  JP Summers stated that this was new territory, and they feel pretty 
good about the numbers, even though they can change.  He said they are conservative estimates, 
and if it gets off to a slow start, it could easily require an adjustment of the fees or more funding 
before the end of the year.  Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
    
OTHER BUSINESS: 
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
JP Moore announced that the Long Range Planning/Properties and Equipment Committee would 
be meeting on January 23, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. 
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JP Sheridan entered the meeting. 
 
JP Summers stated that the Watershed Ordinance will be having its first Public Hearing before 
the Planning Board at 5:30 on January 18, 2005, and there will need to be a meeting before it 
comes before the Quorum Court on January 26, 2005.  County Attorney Ed Gartin stated that he 
would not have time to review changes between January 18th and January 26th.  JP Moore stated 
they could discuss it at the February Committee of Thirteen meeting.  JP Summers stated that he 
did not want to wait another month on it.  County Attorney Ed Gartin stated that the Quorum 
Court can expedite any action it takes after it receives the ordinance, but he will not be ready by 
January 26th.   JP Hill asked how much time he would need.  He said he believed he would be 
ready by the February Committee of Thirteen meeting, but his court schedule has increased 
dramatically and if he is ready before then he will advise the Chairman and he can call another 
meeting.  JP Stephenson stated that they could call a special meeting when the County Attorney 
is ready.  JP Summers stated that he did not think the ordinance could be read at a special 
meeting.  County Attorney Ed Gartin stated that he thought they could, or they could have two 
readings at one meeting.  JP Summers stated that it was his own personal opinion that they 
should not have two readings at one meeting.  County Attorney Ed Gartin stated that it was a 
landmark ordinance for the direction of the County, and he is seeking assistance from outside 
counsel so he has to consider their schedule also.  JP Summers stated that they probably needed a 
special meeting for the Watershed Ordinance anyway, unless the regular agenda was very light.   
JP Summers asked JP Sheridan if he would accept the unanimous nomination of the Committee 
to serve as Delegate to the Arkansas Association of Quorum Courts.  JP Sheridan said he would 
be glad to.  JP Sheridan stated that there would be a large group making public comments at the 
Planning Board, and it would be in everyone’s best interest to attend the meeting and hear what 
the public has to say.  JP Wozniak suggested changing the location of the Planning Board 
meeting to accommodate a larger crowd.  Several suggestions for alternate locations were made.  
Planning Director Michelle Crain stated that she would look into it.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:19 p.m. 
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