
Committee of Thirteen Report 
 

August 11, 2009 
 
The Committee of Thirteen of the Benton County Quorum Court met Tuesday, August 
11, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Quorum Court Room, County Administration Building, 
Third Floor, 215 East Central, Bentonville, Arkansas. 
 

 Present:    Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen, 
Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson  

 Absent: Wozniak  
 

              Others Present:         County Judge David Bisbee, Comptroller Richard 
McComas, Director of Public Safety Greg Hines, Collector 
Gloria Peterson, Human Resources Manager Barbara 
Ludwig, D.E.M. Coordinator Marshall Watson, Chief 
Deputy Don Townsend  

 
                           Media:  Tabatha Hunter – Daily Record; Ryan McGeeney – 

Morning News  
  
JP Marge Wolf called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Don Day commented on the Beaver Lake Watershed Protection study.  
   
JP Wolf asked if there are any changes or additions to the agenda. 
 
JP Hubbard made motion to delete Item No. 10 on the agenda, seconded by JP Allen.   
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
1.  Draft Resolution in Support of Efforts to Obtain Funding for Bella Vista Bypass   
JP Douglas stated this is a resolution to support the efforts to obtain funding for the Bella 
Vista Bypass segment of future Interstate 49.     
JP Moore made motion to forward the proposed resolution to the August 27, 2009 
Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
JP Blaty asked if it would be possible to include language in the resolution concerning 
toll roads.   
County Judge David Bisbee was recognized and explained that this is simply a resolution 
that several local governments and organizations have adopted, which states that they 
support funding for the Bella Vista Bypass. 
JP Winscott asked if this would require the use of any county funds.  Judge Bisbee stated 
that it would not.   
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
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2.  Draft Amendment to Personnel Policy Language 
JP Allen stated that this amendment has been before JESAP and the Personnel committee 
and that this is amending the Employment and Salary Administration Policy to add  
“and/or hiring below the minimum requirements, as defined in an approved job 
description”, and that any change in the job descriptions should go before JESAP and the 
Personnel Committee. 
JP Sandlin made motion to forward the proposed ordinance amending the policy 
language to the August 27, 2009 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Moore.    
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.     
 
3.  Draft Appropriation Ordinance:  Gallatin Fire Department Grant Funds     
JP Moore stated that this appropriation ordinance is a pass-through grant for the Gallatin 
Fire Department and requires no county funds.     
JP Sandlin made motion to forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to the August 
27, 2009 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Hubbard.   
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 
4.  Draft Appropriation Ordinance: Department of Homeland Security Grant Funds  
JP Moore stated this appropriation ordinance is to transfer funds between categories in 
the Department of Homeland Security–Local Emergency Tactical Planning and 
Preparedness Grant Fund, which was used to purchase tactical equipment as listed on the 
back of the ordinance.   
JP Allen made motion to forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to the August 27, 
2009 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
5.  Draft Appropriation Ordinance – Collector – Department 06 
JP Moore stated that this appropriation ordinance is to transfer funds between categories 
to replace the customer service countertops in the Collector’s 28th Street Olive Branch 
Office, for a replacement of a security switch in the Collector’s Gravette Branch Office, 
and to replace a printer.  
JP Douglas made motion to forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to the August 
27, 2009 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin.   
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
6.  Draft Ordinance:  Increase in Fees Charged to Cities for Housing Inmates in 
Benton County Jail 
JP Hubbard stated that this ordinance is to raise the cost for housing inmates per day to 
the cities.  He said the cost per day to house inmates is approximately $40.00 per day, and 
at this time, the county is only charging the cities $32.50 per day.  He added that the rate 
has not changed for 19 years. 
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JP Sandlin made motion to forward the proposed ordinance to the August 27, 2009 
Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Wolf.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 
JP Wolf asked the committee members if they wanted to discuss the remaining agenda 
items since they are sponsored by JP Stephenson and he is not present.  JP Allen stated 
that he was in favor of having the discussion. 
 
7.  Draft Ordinance:  Changing Committee of Thirteen Meeting Day 
JP Wolf stated that the proposed ordinance is to change the Committee of Thirteen 
meeting date to nine days prior to the Quorum Court meeting.    
JP Winscott asked what is motivating this change.  
County Judge David Bisbee stated that JP Stephenson brought this up, and the thought is 
that it would provide an extra week before the Committee of Thirteen in which to have 
the small committee meetings, so that items could flow to the Committee of Thirteen and 
Quorum Court more efficiently. 
Discussion was held on changing the Committee of Thirteen meeting day. 
JP Wolf stated that she favored leaving the meeting date as is.  JP Hubbard stated that he 
preferred the extra week between the Committee of Thirteen meeting and the Quorum 
Court meeting, to have more time to study the items forwarded to the Quorum Court 
agenda.  JP Blaty agreed. 
JP Allen stated that if something urgent comes up that has missed the committee process, 
then a special meeting could be called to address it. 
JP Allen made motion to table the proposed ordinance to the September 8, 2009 
Committee of Thirteen meeting, seconded by JP Sandlin.    
 
Motion to table proposed ordinance passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 
8.  Draft Ordinance: QC Procedure for Adding Items to Agenda 
JP Sandlin made motion to table agenda “Items “8” and “9” to the September 8, 2009 
Committee of Thirteen meeting, seconded by JP Hubbard. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
9.  Discussion:  Procedures for Filing and Tracking Proposed Ordinances 
Tabled to the September 8, 2009 Committee of Thirteen meeting. 
 
10.  Report on “Beaver Lake Watershed Protection Plan” 
A vote was recorded earlier in the meeting to delete Item #10 from the agenda.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
JP Wolf stated that copies of Act 1341 of 1997 on the subject of jail fees paid by the state 
and Act 1319 of 2009 regarding the state funding of Public Defenders have been 
furnished by JP Wozniak.  She stated that JP Wozniak has requested that the JP’s study 
this information before moving forward to add an additional Deputy Public Defender, 
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and that they should discuss it further after County Attorney George Spence has had the 
opportunity to review the laws.   
 
JP Harrison announced that the Long Range Planning Machinery & Equipment 
Committee will be meeting Thursday, August 13, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
JP Winscott announced that a Long Range Planning Real Estate & Buildings Committee 
meeting is not scheduled at this time, but advised the members to be ready in case an 
emergency meeting is called.  He asked that they please read the meeting announcement 
carefully, as the meeting may convene at a location other than the Quorum Court room.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Bob Kossick commented on amending meeting protocol to allow public comment at the 
end of each agenda item.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Upon motion and second the meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.   


